FRIENDS and SERVANTS of the WORD

May 9, 2008 –  Friday after Ascension  
From the Word of the Day

“Lord, you know everything; You know that I love You.”    
 (John 21, 17)                                   

How should we live this Word
Peter’s words powerfully challenge us.  Here is a man who has betrayed his friend in His moment of deepest need, a man who has suffered the humiliation of knowing the limits of his weakness, a man who truly loved Jesus and now enjoys the presence of the risen Lord.   One of His provocations touches him sharply, ‘Do you really love Me?’.  Peter’s response shows at one and the same time, a depth of faith and of love, ‘Lord, You know everything.  You know that I love You’.  Jesus has not lost trust in Peter, the rock upon which He will build His Church. He continues to prepare him for His role as the guide of the Church that will be born on Pentecost Day.  With His repeated question, Jesus touches on the dynamics of total love, a love that is tried in the crucible of suffering.
Only the love of Jesus can bring us to knowledge of the Father, to proclaiming and living the Gospel, to serve and heal others as the Church did at the beginning of its existence.  In fact, the Church is born of the Holy Spirit of love and for love, rendered palpable in the service of witness so that all may enter the Kingdom.
Today Jesus’ question is directed to me as well, ‘Mary (fill in your name), do you really love Me?  Peter aced the test and I ?
In my pause for silent contemplation, I will slowly read this demanding passage and I will stop at Jesus’ question, considering its concrete consequences for me regarding my family life, my work, and my parish.  With Peter, I will answer from the depths of my being, 

‘Lord, You know everything.  You know that I love You’.  

The voice of St. Francis of Sales, Doctor of Love
Those who are in love with a human, natural love, almost constantly think of each other with a  heart  overflowing with affection, and a mouth that can only weave praise. When the beloved is absent, they ceaselessly manifest their passion with letters and every tree bears the incision of their love.  In the same way, those who love God cannot pass a moment without thinking of Him, breathing Him, tending toward Him, speaking of Him, and would want, as far as possible, to etch on the breast of every person, the holy name of God.
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